A living systems analysis of organizational pathology.
Organizations have essentially the same subsystem processes as living systems at other levels. All of them adjust subsystem variables to changing environmental and internal circumstances. Pathology exists in any system when a subsystem variable remains out of its steady-state range for an extended period. The same classes of pathology can be found at all levels. This article analyzes the various forms of pathology that exist in living systems at the level of organizations and describes living systems process analysis. Studies of several types of organizations including U.S. Army battalions, a corporation, a hospital, and a possible space station or lunar base, are discussed.